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June 2026
50th Annual

Ontario Retiree Rally
Read all about the fun, food and
. festivities enjoyed by the campers
hello What did they do there? For answers to thes%t the 50th Annual Retiree Rally.
W guestions and more, see pages 4 through 7. See pages 8 through 13 to find
out how much fun retirees have.

Spring OPA Campout
May 2% June 2
Where did it happen? How many attended?
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Conservation Efforts
Our members continue to participate
in their local conservation programs.
See pages 2 and 3 to discover what
theydve been up to.

Visitors from oDo
Visitors from New Zealand recently
camped with some of our members.
Turn to page 3 to learn about the RV
Worldwide Exchange Program that
facilitated their visit.
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” Catfish Creek Eleven couples from the Tounty Travellers Chapter of
Conservation Authority FCRV Camping Club gathered at Springwater Conservatiol
Area from April 24 until April 27, 2026 to operate the Openir
weekend of the mombng Trout Fishing Derby. Shown left
the campers enjoy the sunshine as they relax before Openir
Day.
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Above: Members
took turns selling
Day Passes in the
booth.

Opening Day brought fair weather and many eager fisherme

Other members wore vests
& walked around the pond,
checking to see that all
fishermen age 15 and older _
had Day Passes.

L

When they were not working a shift selling Day Passes, the campers kept busy repairing damaged picnic tables
completely new picnic tables. Lumber, power tools and hardware were provided. The campers were also supplie
power hookups, firewood and heated washrooms with showers.

Overnight rains created a river of mud At the end of the weekend, campers were sati
Fresh air and busy handsbetween the RVs so the clever campers it their accomplishments. Five new picnic ta
led to hearty appetites.  built bridges using the damaged planks. \yere huilt and twenfjve damaged tables were

Each day a delicious soughPove Karen Chatfield and pup Charley renaired and approximately 90 Day Passes we
was prepared by the owal k the planko kegfing boots an

campers and enjoyed ~ Puppy paws muftee.

together. Above Connie
prepare o0Stone oupo or

everyone.



* In May, several members travelled to the Attawandaron Scout Reserve near Grand Bel
where they split and stacked wood whict
ATTAWANDARON there, the campers enjoyed the fresh spring forests of oak, pine and tulip trees as well

fellowship around the eveurning campfire and meals together.
SCOUT RESERVE

Scout Centre of Excellence for Nature and Environment

Above: Dave Skillings
grill, delighting his fellow campers with breakfas

Above: Nestled beneath the mature trees, the
campers gathered for daily campfires, conversations
and outdoor cooking.

In May, Mick & Annie Leggett of Nelson, New Zealand attended a joint camy
out with members of FCRV and FRVA at Windmill Point RV park near Fort
Erie, Ontario.

The Leggetts are members of a Worldwide RV Exchange program. After
several video conferences with their host family, they flew into Toronto wher
their Woodstock hosts picked them up and rented them their RV for several
weeks. In exchange the Ontario folks plan to fly to New Zealand in January
where Mick & Annie will meet them and rent them their own RV. From Fort
Erie, Mick & Annie plan to travel to the Maritime provinces, then back
through Quebec, into Ontario to Algonquin Provincial Park, across to Sudbu
then back to Woodstock to return the rented RV.

This will be the 4th RV exchange they have undertaken.

Annie assured everyone that N.Z. is a great place to camp since it has no be
lions, poisonous spiders or snakes. The following email was sent to Karen
Chatfield after the campout.

0OThanks for the warmth shown
an absolute pleasure listening to your stories and valued ideas
regarding our adventure ahead....Keep New Zealand in mind as ¢
destination. 6
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Spring OPA Campout B NN i
Thursday May 28 Tuesday, June 2 é %ﬁx
At Flamboro Valley RV Resort A TN 3RS

Eighteen families
gathered in the
beautiful Flamboro
Valley RV Resort

: SR near Hamilton, Ont
Croaking frogs and trilling where the campers &8
redbwing blackbirds added to  enjoyed sunny skies &
the charm of the nearby pond. and warm fellowship &

Above: Each campsite had 30 amp power, water ar
picnic table. Many trees provided welcome shade
during the unseasonably high temperatures.

Left: Independent members Michael & Ruth Taziar
organized the casual campout which included a
weekend.

Campers love to eat together and it was no surprise that 2 long tables
soon filled up withthegoadat ur ed chatter at the OBreezybd
family restaurant.

On Saturday morning, Karen & Brian Chatfield hosted a Coffe
Break, providing not only the coffee but also a variety of bakec
goods.




The above structure was rented
for one day to provide shelter
for the Voting Delegates

4

HIGHLIGHTS

of the
Voting Del ega
Saturday May 30, 2026
1:00 pm & =r o

Shown above: OPA Eecuive éeétéd left
to right: Secretary Jack Smye, President

meeting, potluck supper and i Lew Acre and Treasurer Dave Skillings.
evening entertainment
‘ OPA Membership
o Currently we have 5 chapters;
Membership Report Brantford Sundowners.............ccccoeevveeen. 2 families
as of May 30, 2026 Meandering Mohawks..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeennnn. 5 families
Ruf 6nd Ready.
FCRV. .ottt 1,309 Sarnia 4 T0s
REQION 7. 62 Tri-County Travellers...........ccccvvvvevievnnnnns 15 families
(@]117: 1410 NR USRS 49 Independent members..................... 5.families
NOVA SCOLA. . .ceevneeeeee e 8 Total OPA Membership................... 34 families
British Columbia................ccoevvvinnnns 3
New Brunswick..........ccccoevvvvvvvvvnnnnnnnns 1 Scholarship Report Roll Call
QUEDEC......ctieeiieee e, 1 Bank Accdt . _Chapter Delegates.................. &4
G.lCs.nnnnn. $14.651.56 Executive Delegates................ 7€
Total Assets.......... $19,316.26 Committee Delegates.............. 6/7

Treasureros
Dave Skillings reported that as of May 30th

Re FNo applications have been
'received as yet. The deadline

A quorum was achieved.

of June 1 is flexible.

Bank ACCOUNt.........oovveveeeeiieeeeiiennnn. $ 14, 81
G.lC.Sei e $.16,731.87
Total ASSELS.....noeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $ 31,548.¢

Fall OPA Locations
Three members volunteered to contact the
following campgrounds to check their
availability to accommodate 20 RVs and
provide a place for t
Meeting and a potluck meal.

Webmaster Dave Warringt
The OPA website has been updated to reflect all current and
upcoming events.
| am pleased to confirm that the full particulars for the 50th
Ontario Retiree Rally including the appropriate registration
form is on the website for members to access and complete.
As of initiating this report, we had 20 families registered. If
you havenot already registe
as soon as possible so that we have accurate numbers.
This website, your website, continues to have all the Campin

Cedar Rail (Chesley)......Michael & Ruth Taziar Today issues for the past two years for your convenience.

Harriston ............c.ceoee. Michael & Ruth Taziar Also posted of late are a number of photos of chapters

Lakewood (Plympton/Wyoming) ...... Lew Acre supporting their communities with volunteer work and

Willow Lake (Woodstock)....... Karen Chatfield various other outings, as they continue to build on the
friendships developed through camping.

The executive will make the decision on which The recent OPAction Newsletter and all previous issues are

location to hold Fall OPA 2026. posted on the website as well.

The membership will be informed via email. If there is something you feel we should include on the web-
site, please speag.



Membership Awards

55 YEARS 55 YEARS 25 YEARS
Provincial Membership Directors Rudy Gerry and Helen Finkbeiner received OPA Treasurer Dave & Connie
& Sharon Sandau, as well as their son their 55 year Membership award from Skillings received their 25 year

Scott Sandau, received their 55 Year Provincial Director Lynn Acre. Membership award from Provincial
Membership Awards from Lynn Acre. Director Lynn Acre.
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Don Adamson, of Ted Shelley, of Dave Turner, former Norma Copeland,
Tri-County Brantford ;nember of 4 T former member of
Travellers Sundowners o di r n4| 2%26 0 S Meandering Mohawks

died May 4, 2026 died May 22, 2026. 1ed June <, died June 5, 2026.

With the death of Ted Shelley came
the death of the Brantford

Sundowners. Their charter was \,'&‘- K
e . £y ’ /
returned to the Provincial Director \ Q < P
and their assets were donated to P S ”\‘
charity. = e




Saturday night everyone gathered again in the rented Hall for a delicious potluck meal. The chapter providec
sliced roast beef and buns while the remainder of the food was contributed by the campers. All of the food gt
represented in the bountiful meal. Plates were filled, and refilled and nobody left hungry.

John Tuin and Melyna Foss, two local
musicians, joined forces to entertain th@yelyna Foss, who works with disableg\lthough at first reluctant to
crowd. students by day, shared some of her perform in public, John Tuin
original folk style songs as well as a ghowed remarkable skill on
variety of Celtic tunes. the violin, despite being self
taught.



