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Camping Today’ Submission Forms

[ ‘Camping Today’ is currently scheduled for release on the 15th of each month.]
[ All content must be submitted by the 1st.]

Contact FCRVOFFICE@gmail.com if you have any questions or problems submitting material.
Click on the hyperlink below for the type of ‘Camping Today’ submission you’d liked to send.

Articles - Event Recap - Birthday Shoutout - Milestone - Farewell - Event Submit
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From The President
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Good afternoon and Happy Camping. For many of
us the 2026 camping season has started. My
chapter, the Northern Lights Chapter in Colorado,
started the camping season in March. We toured
the Thacher Museum in Pueblo, Colorado. The
museum is a Victorian Mansion that was the first to
have indoor plumbing in Pueblo, Colorado. The
family that built the home lived in the home, and
the last family member ensured it would become a
museum for the benefit of the community. This is a
beautiful time capsule of history. I would
encourage you to explore places like this in the
communities where you camp. Explore and
support things in the local community. Make your
outing fun and something that appeals to others
and gives them a reason to join your group. Have
fun. 

The contract for Allegan, Michigan is signed, and
2027 is moving ahead with excitement and care. I
am searching out possible sites for 2028. If you
have recommendations, please send them to me. I
will gladly add them to the list and start talking with
them about their location. 

A reminder: we are in an election cycle, and you
only have until midnight today to cast your vote.
So, if you have not voted, you only have until
midnight today April 15, 2026 to vote.

Have you registered for Huron yet? 2026 is not a
Campvention that you should miss. The team is
working hard to bring you a fun-filled Campvention
and a week of good times and great memories. I
hope you are there to join us and enjoy a week of
fellowship with your camping family. We will see
you in Huron, South Dakota.

Your Chair Awaits
Gerry Pfirsch
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Program Certificates & Membership Dues Updates

Elimination of Program Certificates
By Teresa Walorski, Recording/Corresponding

Officer

Hello FCRV Members,

During the February 15, 2026, Trustee Board
Meeting, it was decided to eliminate the use of the
Program Certificates.   

This decision came about because the Certificates
are an unknown financial liability as well as a to-do
item for all the Program Directors. As you can
imagine, if someone saves up their certificates and
then uses them as intended to purchase an item
from a vendor or towards their Campvention fee,
FCRV then pays that vendor those amounts. Since
FCRV is watching every penny, we are deciding to
eliminate the certificates to avoid those surprising
expenses.

Since we seem to have lots of these certificates
sitting around, we are issuing this notice to allow
you all sufficient time to use those well-deserved
certificates. We really hope you use them while
attending the 2026 or 2027 Campvention or towards
the 2026 / 2027 Campvention registration fees.

The Certificates will no longer be printed and issued
effective March 15, 2026.
You will then have until the end of the 2027
Campvention event, which is currently set to end on
July 17, 2027, to use up all your Program
Certificates.

We all hope you understand the need for this
change and hope you enjoy the use of your
Certificates!

If you have any questions about this change, please
feel free to reach out to any of your Trustees.

Thank you,
Board of Trustees 

www.fcrv.orgBack to TOC

Important Membership Dues Update

After extensive discussion among the Executive Board
and Advisory Council, FCRV has approved an
increase in annual dues. For at least the past 15
years, reserve funds have been used to cover annual
operating expenses. While this approach allowed us to
avoid increasing dues, it is no longer sustainable.

Even with the adjustment, the new dues rate will not
fully cover our operating costs. However, increasing
dues at this time is essential to keep FCRV financially
solvent and able to continue serving its members. It
has been approximately 15 years since the last
dues increase, and we will continue to regularly
evaluate dues and expenses going forward.

In addition to this change, we will actively pursue non-
dues revenue opportunities to support long-term
financial stability. The trustees are working diligently to
ensure the organization’s future, and we ask for the
same level of commitment from our members.

Effective March 1, 2026:
Annual dues will be $52 (equivalent to $1.00 per
week).
Multiple-year discounts will no longer be offered;
however, members may renew for multiple years
at the rate of $52 per year.
Dues payments will be accepted online only, as
part of a cost-saving and streamlining initiative.
The six-month free bonus for new members is
being discontinued; however, this change does not
preclude the development and implementation of
new, more tailored incentives or promotional
offerings in the future as part of a more strategic
and targeted membership approach.

We continue to evaluate every expense carefully. We
appreciate your ongoing support, trust your
commitment to FCRV, and welcome your input as we
move forward together.
 
Note: Current dues rates will remain available for
renewal until February 28, 2026.
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FCRV National Awards
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FCRV National Awards
By Teresa Walorski

Do you know an individual or a Chapter that deserves
recognition for outstanding service or for generously
volunteering their time and knowledge?

April 15, 2026 is the deadline to submit nomination(s) to
the Awards Committee. Our goal is to present these
awards at the 2026 FCRV Campvention.

There are several award categories that nominees may
qualify for. Nominations may be submitted in the
following categories:

Award of Merit
Chapter of the Year
Hank Nathan Lifetime Achievement
Individual Nomination
Lifesaving / Humanitarian

We are pleased to once again make the nomination
process simple and convenient. Just click the link
below, complete the form(s) as thoroughly as possible,
and submit, no printing or mailing required!

https://fcrv.org/awards-forms/

Once submitted, nominations will be forwarded to a
member of the nominating team. The Awards
Committee will then review each submission using a
points-based system, which is why providing as much
detail as possible is extremely helpful.

We are also still in need of Awards Committee
members. After the April 15 deadline, the committee will
meet to review nominations and apply the points
system. This volunteer role typically requires only one
or two meetings.

If you are willing to volunteer your time to help
recognize the individuals and Chapters who truly
support FCRV, please email Teresa Walorski at
fcrv.recording.officer@gmail.com to sign up.
Your support is greatly appreciated!
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Hank Nathan International Scholarship 2026
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NCHA/FCRV Hank Nathan International Scholarship
2026 Is Now Open!

Greetings from your Hank Nathan Scholarship Team. 

Requests for applications will be posted in the
December-April issues of Camping Today. The portal
submission closes on May 1. 

How to Apply:
Applications will only be accepted online at the
following address: https://fcrv.org/hank-nathan-ncha-
fcrv-scholarship/. The application MUST include the
FCRV member holder’s name, membership number,
postal mailing address, and most importantly, an email
address at which the applicant can be contacted. Pay
special attention to the entire website and follow the
directions closely. 

Section 1. Must be filled out by all applicants. 
Section 2. Is only for applicants graduating from high
school this year and applying for a scholarship for the
first time.
Section 3. Is only for applicants currently enrolled and
continuing their college education.
Section 4. Applies to those returning to school for
continuing or advanced education.

Eligibility Requirements:
Parents, guardians, or applicants must be members
of FCRV for 18 full calendar months or longer.
Applicants must be enrolled, or accepted, into an
accredited undergraduate, graduate, or trade
school course of study. 
Part-time and trade school students must carry an
equivalent of 11 credit hours or less. You will be
evaluated accordingly.
Applicants should have a minimum 2.3 GPA (grade
point average) on a 4.0 point scale. All applicants
are given equal consideration.
A current, complete official transcript of grades
must display student name, school name, grades,
credit hours for each course, and terms in which the
courses were taken. 

Recommendations: 
Two online recommendations are required and must be
from a non-relative. Both may come from any FCRV
member including trustees, regional director, state
director, or non-elected member. Your second
recommendation may come from a school official,
coach, band director, club supervisor or an immediate
supervisor if you are working. Your application will be
complete when all required materials are submitted
electronically on or before May 1. Scholarships are for
one year. Recipients may reapply each year they meet
the eligibility requirements. *If you’ve already submitted
four letters of recommendation from 2 previous
scholarship applications, those are still on file, and you
do not need to submit any additional ones unless you
want to include an update to your file.

Scholarships
Annual Scholarships are non-competitive. That means
there is no competition between applicants.
Each applicant’s score is individually tallied. A
scholarship will be awarded to every applicant who
meets the standards determined in advance by our
rating scale. Scholarship values will range from $1,000
to $4,000+ (American). Scholarship values are
determined each year by the controller in collaboration
with the Scholarship Board of Directors. 

Consideration is taken for GPA (Grade Point Average),
maturity, leadership, related activities, and goals of the
candidate as based on the objectives of FCRV.
Special consideration is given to applicants who major,
minor or explore elective classes in fields related to
forestry, conservation, wildlife, ecology, or outdoor
education training. 

The Board of Directors will announce the recipients at
or after the Annual General Meeting held at
Campvention in Huron, South Dakota. All scholarship
recipients will be posted in Camping Today so that the
members who donate to the scholarship fund can see
who is getting an FCRV Scholarship. 

Applicants will be notified in writing as to the amount
they will receive along with further instructions after
May 1st.
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Building a Visible Future for FCRV
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From Hidden Secrets to National Presence:
Building a Visible Future for FCRV

For organizations like FCRV (Family Campers &
RVers), the path forward is no longer simply about
maintaining strong internal programs, it is about actively
communicating their value to the world. Visibility is no
longer optional, it is foundational. Organizations that
thrive today are those that step beyond their internal
circles and intentionally make their mission visible to
people who are already interested in camping, RVing,
and outdoor community life, but who have not yet
connected with membership.

FCRV already delivers meaningful programs, events,
and community experiences that strengthen families,
encourage outdoor engagement, and build lasting
connections. However, too often these efforts remain
“in-house,” shared mainly within existing membership
rather than promoted outward in a coordinated way.
This creates an unintended barrier: people who would
naturally be interested in FCRV simply never see what
it is doing. The organization is doing the work, but not
consistently telling the story.

To change this, FCRV must adopt a national marketing
mindset where every program, event, and activity is
also treated as a public story. Every rally, safety
workshop, youth activity, or educational seminar should
be seen not only as an internal benefit, but as an
opportunity to show the broader RV and camping
community what FCRV looks like in action.

A national campaign approach can amplify local efforts
through shared branding, social media, video
storytelling, and partnerships with RV influencers and
outdoor organizations. This does not replace local
identity, it strengthens it by connecting individual efforts
into a larger, visible national presence.

Equally important is integrating FCRV programs into
the communities where they occur. When chapters
partner with state parks, RV dealerships, tourism
boards, outdoor retailers, and civic organizations, their
activities gain reach, credibility, and visibility. A youth
camping safety event or rally becomes far more
powerful when it is co-hosted or promoted alongside
established community partners.

A strong example of this approach can already be seen
in the current National partnerships with the Maga Ta-
Hohpi and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Huron,
South Dakota for Campvention. These efforts show
what is possible when FCRV steps outside its internal
structure and engages external partners. More
importantly, they serve as a blueprint that can be
applied at every level, national, regional, state or
provincial, and local chapters.

This is where a cultural shift is needed. Leadership
must not only share what is happening, but actively
guide members on how to expand visibility and
partnerships in their own communities. Members
should feel empowered to ask how they can get
involved, contribute, and help build a stronger public
presence for FCRV.

Just as importantly, this effort requires all of us working
together. Please reach out to your leadership, whether
state or provincial, regional, national program directors,
or trustees, and ask how you can help make this
happen. This is a learning process for nearly all of us,
and it will take collaboration at every level to succeed.

Ultimately, FCRV must shift from “waiting to be found”
to “actively being seen.” When its programs are
consistently shared, partnered, and promoted outward,
FCRV moves from a well-kept secret to a recognized,
growing leader in the modern camping community.
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Honor Flight Shared / Programs & Honey Do’s

www.fcrv.orgBack to TOC

Honor Flight Shared by Son & Father
By Teresa Walorski

I just wanted to share that Rick and his dad, Syl
Walorski, were honored with being on the Veterans
Honor Flight this month. Rick was the guardian for
his dad to help him get around. They were flown to
Washington DC where they were taken to view the
monuments and memorials.

If you have a veteran in your life, or are a veteran,
go onlline and submit your request to go on a flight.
It was such a wonderful adventure for both. The
welcome home was so appreciated. The crew
made the trip so special.

Thank you to all veterans!
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Programs & Honey Do’s
By: Ed Shaneyfelt, VP Programs

Well, the camping season is upon us, and I don’t
know about your schedule, but our schedule is
filling up. Make sure you went over your pre-trip
sheet to make sure you have no breakdowns this
year. While you are camping, don’t forget to try to
recruit people to join.

On an update the programs are being visited and
being rewritten with the help of the program
directors. Make sure to check the website over the
next few months to see the updates. Remember
that the program certificates are not being issued
anymore. Any certificates you have remaining can
be used for Campvention 2026 or 2027
registration.

Another reason I am looking forward to this
camping season this year is I am starting a new
adventure. I have retired from the working world
and started working for my wife. My honey to-do list
has grown sufficiently. She keeps me busy and is
one of the best bosses that I have ever worked for.
We will now be able to leave earlier for the
campouts.

If you have any questions about the programs or
any other things you would like to know, just reach
out. Hopefully see down the road.

http://fcrv.org/


Welcome New Members

Trustee Meeting Notes

Family Campers & RVers would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest members:

These notes are now being stored in the Virtual Office by National and sent via email to the executive
and advisory boards. These notes can and are encouraged to be shared throughout the organization.
The archive and single page notes are set up as a shareable link that is viewable by any 3rd party.

A history of past minutes can be found HERE.
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Campvention 2026 - Huron, South Dakota
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More Info Register Forms

Click here for event info & registration

Join in on the discussion at the 2026 Campvention
Facebook group

Click the link above or scan the code below.

CAMPVENTION 2026
“Where The Flock Gathers”

The Heartland Region proudly invites you to the
66th Annual FCRV Campvention, to be held at the
South Dakota State Fairgrounds in Huron from July
5–11, 2026, with Early Bird days on July 3–4.

Campvention is a time to reconnect with old
friends, welcome new ones, and celebrate
everything that makes FCRV special. In 2026, we
are especially excited to announce a new
partnership with the Maga Ta-Hohpi (Huron
Wetlands) group, a collaboration that reflects our
shared commitment to conservation, education,
and stewardship of the natural world. Through this
partnership, Campvention 2026 will feature special
programs and activities highlighting local wildlife,
wetlands preservation, and environmental
awareness adding a meaningful and enriching
dimension to the Campvention experience for all
ages.

Huron and the surrounding area offer a rich blend
of cultural heritage, Native American history,
pioneer roots, and scenic beauty. The city’s story
comes to life through its colorful outdoor murals,
historic buildings, and museums. Families will find
plenty to enjoy, including a water park, walking
trails, fishing, paddle boating, swimming, and other
recreational opportunities.

Located in east-central South Dakota, Huron also
makes an ideal hub for extended travel. Consider
arriving early or staying late to explore some of the
region’s iconic destinations, including Mount
Rushmore, the Crazy Horse Memorial, the stunning
“Dignity of Earth and Sky” sculpture near
 Chamberlain, De Smet—home of Laura Ingalls
Wilder—and the world-famous Corn Palace in
Mitchell. South Dakota offers endless opportunities
for discovery.

Heartland Region 3 FCRVers are hard at work
planning the Campvention traditions you know and
love, along with new adventures and special
programming made possible through our local
partnerships. We invite you to join us in Huron and
experience everything Campvention 2026, South
Dakota, and the spirit of FCRV have to offer.
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Event Schedule & Recaps

[Click Here For Full Event Calendar]
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Reduce Tent Condensation Overnight
Waking up to a damp tent ceiling or dripping
walls is a common camping frustration,
especially in cooler or humid weather.
Fortunately, there’s a simple way to significantly
reduce condensation inside your tent and stay
drier through the night.

How it works
1.Always pitch your tent with maximum airflow

in mind, even if it feels slightly less
sheltered.

2.Keep vents open at the top and bottom of
the tent to allow air circulation.

3.Avoid sealing up rain flies completely to the
ground unless weather is severe.

4. If safe, leave a small gap in a door or
window for cross ventilation.

5.Move wet gear, boots, and clothing outside
the sleeping area before bed.

Campfire Know-How is looking for your best camping contributions! Share your favorite recipes,
handy tips, activity ideas, or tried-and-true advice for life around the campfire. Got a funny camping
story or meme you’ve created? We’d love to see those too! Submissions are welcome in any form;
photos, artwork, videos, or written pieces. Let’s hear from you and keep the spirit of camping alive!

Submit here:
https://fcrv.org/campfire-know-how

Why it works
Condensation forms when warm, moist air
gets trapped and hits cooler tent surfaces.
Airflow helps equalize temperature and
moisture levels inside the tent.
Reducing internal humidity lowers the
amount of water that can collect on the
fabric.
Keeping wet gear outside removes a major
source of moisture buildup.

Pro tip
If conditions allow, set up a small mesh-only
inner layer or use a ground tarp slightly smaller
than your tent footprint. This improves airflow
underneath and helps keep moisture from being
trapped at the base.

Reduce Tent Condensation Overnight
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Spring Driving Safety Reminder
By Joe Boswell, D.A.S.A.T. Director

Spring has sprung, and more and more people are
driving all about. Now is an important time to take
steps to make sure one is driving defensively as
they travel. This is the perfect time to refresh our
focus on safe, defensive driving habits. Taking a
few moments to review the basics can help keep
everyone in your vehicle safe.

The cars of today are much safer than yesterday.
Think about our forefathers who traveled by
wagon, and if they crashed, their chances of
survival were slim. The various technologies of
today have made cars and trucks safer over the
years. Today many accidents are caused by driver
error or speed. When driving, focus on what you
are doing, and especially put down that cell phone.
Many more accidents today are caused by
individuals using a cell phone than a drunk driver. 

For new drivers, professional instruction from a
reputable driving school is highly recommended.
Proper training builds awareness, teaches vehicle
control, and emphasizes the importance of staying
alert to your surroundings.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, there were over 6 million crashes in
2023, resulting in more than 41,000 fatalities.
Speeding, impaired driving, and distractions
remain leading causes. The Insurance Information
Institute reports that crash-related insurance
claims exceeded $260 billion that same year.

Everyone is at risk. Help increase your ability to
drive safely by considering taking a defensive
driving course. This will sharpen your driving skills,
and in some instances once you have successfully
completed the course, it is possible in some 

Spring Driving Safety Reminder

instances your insurance rate may drop a few
dollars.

Key Defensive Driving Tips:
Know your vehicle and how it handles
Keep both hands on the wheel (9 and 3 position)
Stay alert and scan your surroundings
constantly
Be aware of blind spots and adjust mirrors
properly
Maintain a safe following distance (at least 4
seconds)
Anticipate other drivers’ actions and use turn
signals
Adjust for weather and road conditions
Use your vehicle’s safety technology wisely
Never drive under the influence or while fatigued

The above reminders are for all drivers. The better
prepared you are, the safer you will be while
traveling. Wishing everyone safe travels this
summer. 

Source:
Htpps://www.comsumerreport.org/cars/car-
safety/guide-todefensive-driving-a1064244366?
EXTKEYSM72CO28&&gclsrc+3p.ds&&msclkid=c5a
8db1b.
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Iceland-Adventure-Horses

www.fcrv.orgBack to TOC

Iceland-Adventure-Horses
By Beth Muschinski

Icelandic horses are, literally, one of a kind. The
first horses were brought to the island in the 9th &
10th centuries by the Nordic settlers. Survival of
the fittest was essential in the harsh climate
conditions and the difficulty of getting the correct
nourishment from the rocky land. Due to these
conditions, the Icelandic horse has developed into
a hardy, disease resistant breed with the hardiest
of them passing on their genes to future
generations. 

Icelandic horses are small when compared to the
horses we are used to seeing and/or riding in North
America. They are not much larger than what we
would consider “pony-size”, but they are, indeed,
horses and NOT ponies. Icelandic horses are
gorgeous. In the winter, they have long shaggy fur
and a double mane. Most are extremely friendly
and love being around us humans. 

In Iceland, horses are used as they are all over the
world. Some are used in farming and as draft
horses. Some are bred for racing which is very
popular. Some are bred specifically for riding, and
some are bred only as future horsemeat…..yes, the
Icelandic people eat horses. I personally did not try
any, although I am usually adventurous when it
comes to trying new foods.

We know that horses have specific gaits. They
walk, trot, canter and gallop. Icelanders consider
the canter and gallop as one gait. The Icelandic
horse has an additional gait called “tolt”. The tolt is
similar to a fast walk and has the ability to cover
ground at astonishing speeds, anywhere from a
fast walk to a canter. It is (supposedly, I didn’t try it 
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out) very comfortable for the rider. 
 
The Icelandic horse is a registered breed. There
are approximately 80,000 horses living in Iceland
and 100,000 living in other countries. Once an
Icelandic horse leaves the island, it is NEVER
allowed to return. This keeps the breed pure and
keeps disease down because they are not
exposed. 

So, we went horseback riding. It was about 2 ½
hours long, and I was not at all comfortable. I am
used to horses and had ridden recently, but the
horses in Iceland use an English-style saddle!!!
This is a very small saddle and has no saddle horn
to help mount/dismount or hold onto if the horse
stumbles. I did not feel safe and secure but loved
the scenery on the ride, which was kept mostly at a
walk/fast walk. We forded streams and crossed
highways with a group of about 10 riders. It was a
beautiful, sunny afternoon, perfect for horseback
riding. Just a tidbit of useless information here: It
was my 70th birthday, and I was thrilled that I was
in another country riding a beautiful horse, viewing
beautiful scenery on a beautiful day. It was the
perfect birthday gift to myself, and I enjoyed every
minute of that day.

Oh wait….it wasn’t ended just yet…Later that night
we looked out the hotel window and saw the
Northern Lights! Happy Birthday to me!
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Personalized garments; drinkware; clings; decals; kitchen &
bath items. You can choose from our large graphic

collection or use your photos or designs.
For FCRV branded items:

https://stores.inksoft.com/fc_rv/shop/home

For other items:
https://stores.inksoft.com/marshallcreations16/shop/home

Call or text: 410-533-0038

Marshallcreations16@gmail.com

https://stores.inksoft.com/fc_rv/shop/home
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GenerousGenerous
DonorsDonors

Fuller $500.00 Honor Roam'n Oaks chapter, MI
Von Rump $250.00 Honor/Memory - Sue Von Rump
Rausch $100.00 Honor - Ed & Angie Shaneyfelt
Ittel $50.00 Honor/Memory - Ellis Ittel
Fowler $100.00 Honor/Memory - Charlotte Fowler
Westerhouse $100.00 Memory - Tom Westerhouse
Mackenzie $50.00 - Memory Don Mackenzie
Grant $25.00 - Honor - Christina Lucas(Daughter)

Anonymous $100.00 Honor/Memory - Dick Carey
Anonymous $500.00 Honor - Amy DeCamp
Anonymous $50.00 Memory - Ralph & Daisy Sulek
Anonymous $100.00 Memory - Wayne & Eva Morgart

Lockett  $1,000.00 
Smye $250.00
Weber $200.00
English $200.00
Wingert $200.00
Newell $100.00
Lins $50.00
Walorski $25.00
Sardzinski $25.00
Sygrove $100.00
Hennie $100.00
Parke $100.00
Sygrove $40.00

$6,283.00
2026 Total

2026 Tracker

Anonymous $500.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $25.00
Anonymous $25.00
Anonymous $200.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $200.00
Anonymous $68.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $25.00
Anonymous $25.00
Anonymous $100.00
Anonymous $100.00



Family Campers and RVers Donation Form 

Tax ID: 16-0872172
501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization 

Acknowledgment 

Would you like to be acknowledged in our publications? 

●
● 

Yes
No 

Optional: In Honor/Memory of 

●
●
●
● 

Name:______________________________________
Please notify:
Name: _____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________ 

Donor Information 

●
●
● 

Name:
Email:
Phone: 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 

An acknowledgement letter will be sent to the above email address 

Donation Details 

Donation Amount: 
●
●
●
●
● 

$25 
$50 
$100 
$250 
Other: $________ 

Payment by Check # _________ (made payable to Family Campers & RVers) 

Signature:______________________________________
Date: ________________________
Thank you for your generous support! Your contribution may be tax-deductible to the extent permitted by 
law. Please retain this form for your records. 
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